Bainbridge Bunting 1913-1981
"Remarkable Teacher"
Bainbridge Bunting died peacefully while asleep in Beverly, Massachusetts. Although Bain
had suffered heart attacks over the past several years, the news was none the less a shock to us
all. His death leaves a great void in the scholastic community of New Mexico.
A memorial service was held on Sunday , February 22nd , in Keller Hall on the U.N.M .
campus. It was a dignified, loving gathering of friends , who, with music, words , and silence
gave thoughts and remembrance of how Bain had touched us all.
This photograph was taken by fohn W. Bucholz.
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Bainbridge Bunting, Professor Emeritus of Art , a mem ber of th e University of New Mexico
facult y since 1948, died on Friday, February 13, 1981 , in Massachu sett s, wh ere he was pr eparing to tea ch th e spri ng semester at th e Massach usett s Institute of Techn ology.
Born in Kan sas City, Missouri, on Novemb er 23, 1913 , Professor Bunting attende d the public
schools and junior college of that city . After a short stay as a studen t at the University of Kansas,
he transferred to th e Univ ersity of Illin ois in 1934, wh er e thr ee years lat er he received a ba ccalaureate degree in architectural enginee ring. From Illin ois he went to Har vard University,
and it wa s th ere that he completed his doctoral dissertation , " T he Archit ectural Histor y of the
Back Bay Distri ct in Boston ."
His st udies were int errupted during World War II wh en , as a conscientious objecto r, he
worked from 1942 to 1946 in forestr y camps and mental hospitals und er th e spo nsorship of the
American Fri ends Ser vice Committee. He continued thi s service as a voluntee r until 1948, wh en
he join ed th e facult y at the University of New Mexico. He serve d his entire aca de mic career at
this University, first as Assistant Professor , then as Associate Professor and Professor.
Th ese unadorn ed facts do little to suggest the University's imm ense good fortu ne in having attracted Bainbrid ge Bunting to its fac ulty. Th ose who know our now substantial progr am in the
histor y of art and its distinguished faculty may find it hard to envision its past. Wh en Bain came
to thi s campus he was th e fac ult y; th e libr ar y was inadequate and the slide collection mini scul e.
Undaunted , Bain set ab out with ene rgy a nd deter mination to build w hat wa s needed here. He
was devoted to the University. He was, above all, devoted to his students, and th ey were
devoted to hi m. By the hundreds th ey we re inspired not only by Bainbridge Bunt ing, th e Harvard scholar, but by Bainbridge Bunt in g, th e teach er and th e man . Throu gh th e qua lity of his
mind, through his w armth and zest for life, he dem onstrated to countless stude nts th e true
meaning of the int ellecturallife. He mad e them w ant to learn. Such teachers ar e rare, and we
should honor th em.
Bain' s infectious enthusiasm perm eat ed every phase of his work . It wa s typical that wh en he
moved her e from New England he respond ed to th e adobe architecture of New Mexico with the
same perc eption and excit em ent that he had brought to th e study of Back Bay Boston. He
entered full y into th e life of New Mexico. He wa s for seven yea rs Co-Editor of the state's architectural journal, New M exico Architecture. He lat er became a Trustee of the Albuquerque
Museum and a member of th e Old Town Architectural Review Board. He was auth or of
num erous articles on the ar chitecture of New Mexico; of three books, Taos Ado bes (1964), Of
Earth and Timb ers Made (1974), and Th e Early A rch itec tu re of New Mexico (1976); and of
studies in progress on Zuni Pueblo an d th e architect ure of John Ga w Meem. In recognition of
th ese important contributions to the histor y of architecture in New Mexico, he wa s recipi ent in
1978 of th e Governor's Award in the Arts.
In parallel with his study of New Mexican architecture, Bain continued his research in
Massachu setts. Beginning in the mid- 1960s, he unde rtoo k an exte nsive stu dy of th e ar chitectural
history of Cambridge, resulting in a four-volume work, published by the Cambridge Historical
Commission. In 1968 and 1975 he taught in the summer session at Harvard University. At the
time of his death he had substantially completed a history of architecture on the Harvard campus , scheduled for publication by the Harvard University Press.
Retirement from the active teaching faculty in 1978 did not mean retirement for Bainbridge
Bunting. If anything, his pace became quicker. His joy in life was immense, and he looked forward to all manner of new accomplishments. We are the poorer that these will not now be completed. But we are the richer for what he did accomplish; we are the richer for his many contributions to the University and to New Mexico; we are the richer for having known him .
Mem orial Minut e presented by Clinton A dams and A do pted by th e Faculuj Senate, Mar ch 10,
1981
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